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Co-ordinator’s Report 
Welcome to the final Newsletter for 2016!  

Our current NDAP grant agreement (extension) with DSS expires on 30 June 2017. Some 

good news from the Department of Social Services is that they are intending on extending 

our funding arrangements for a further 12 months to 30 June 2018.  

The grant extensions will provide additional funding to each National Disability Advocacy 

Program service provider in recognition of the increased demand on advocacy services 

due to the rollout of the NDIS.  

In the 2016-17 financial year, each service provider will receive an additional payment of 

$15,000 (ex GST), plus SACS funding. In the 2017-18 financial year each service provider 

will receive an additional payment of $23,500 (ex GST, plus SACS funding) on top of its 

initial 2016-17 agreement value. 

As always at this time of the year our AGM was held in November, this time in our office. 

Apart from the formal parts of the proceedings we were honoured to hear very inspiring 

accounts of what a privilege and joy it is to be an advocate to someone through the CA 

program. Thanks to Lyn and her protégé Heather and to Peter for sharing their experi-

ences and thoughts with us on the night. 

Our annual Christmas Party at the Nook café was another great night and this year, on 

top of the good food and company we were all treated to the beautiful and outstanding  

voices of the Sunbury Choral Association singing a range of popular Christmas carols 

with so many people singing along! Star of the night was definitely Vassiliki whose enthu-

siasm and spirit bought joy to everyone there. 

Thanks to a grant from State Trustees, I will be spending one day a fortnight next year, 

based at the Broadmeadows Community Hub. I look forward to talking to people in this 

most diverse community and hope to recruit new advocates and protégés from this part 

of Hume. 

 

Have a happy and safe Christmas  

David Abela ( Coordinator )                        
Office Closure Details  

The Office  will be closed 

from the 8th -22nd of  

January 2017. If you are 

requiring urgent  

assistance during this 

time, please contact the 

following organisations: 

Complaints Resolution 

and Referral Service  

1800 880 052 

 Disability Commissioner 

1800 677 342  

Office of the  

Public Advocate 

1300 309 337  
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2013 AGM- Presentation of  achievements by 

David Sharpe   

Daisy, Mary & John  - 2013 Christmas  

F 

Sweet taste of  respect makes the 
world of  difference to Ronny 
Leader Newspaper - November 24, 2016  
Barry Kennedy 

 
Lisa Edwards, a mentor with Citizen Advocacy Sunbury and Districts Group, and long-time friend Ronny Jalbert enjoy a dessert 

at Olive Tree Hotel. Picture: Kylie Else 

 
FRIENDSHIP and respect are the nub of a 58-year relationship between Ronny Jalbert and the Edwards family 
in Sunbury. 
Because of an intellectual disability, Mr Jalbert spent much of childhood and most of his adulthood in the Sunbury  
asylum Caloola, known in town as “the hill”. However, in 1958 he was introduced to former Railway Hotel publicans 
Mervyn and Dawn Edwards and quickly became an extension of the family, which included four daughters. 
Mr Jalbert worked odd jobs at the pub and for the family, in between stints on “the hill”. When the pub changed hands 
12 years ago and became known as the Olive Tree, Mr Jalbert was also accepted and continued to work clearing 
glasses, washing cars and sweeping up. 
One of the Edwards daughters, Lisa, now acts as an advocate for her “protege” Mr Jalbert through the Citizen  
 Advocacy Sunbury and Districts group. The group was born out of church communities and others worried about the 
fate of residents at Caloola when it was about to be closed in the early 1990s. Ms Edwards told Leader having Mr  
Jalbert in her family’s life had been a joy. She still catches up with him and looks out for his welfare. “Ronny came to 
us and I have always known him to be around,” she said. “The hill was a huge part of Sunbury and the hill residents 
and staff were supported by the community and it worked both ways. “Ronny was always at the pub and was such a 
part of it he was just known as Ronny Railway.” 
Mr Jalbert has been living in a special residential unit for 20 years. Citizens Advocacy Sunbury and Districts has 38 
advocate and protege relationships it supports in the region, with about eight of them former Caloola residents.  
Advocacy manager David Abela said the beauty of the work by advocates was their unconditional friendships. “These 
people are just vulnerable and need a friend and the model works in Sunbury where we are still linking people now,” 
he said. 
To raise awareness and vital funds for the work done by Citizens Advocacy, the Olive Tree Hotel is donating 
50 cents to the agency from every dessert sold. 
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Citizen Advocacy Sunbury is fortunate to partner 

with the  

Rotary Club of Ballarat South as part of their annual  

Community Assistance Raffle!  
 

There are exceptional prizes on offer (2 Ford vehicles and a 

$5000 Harvey Norman Voucher) for only $2 per ticket, and for 

every ticket sold, Citizen Advocacy Sunbury retains $1.60. 

Please drop by the office and collect a booklet of  raffle tickets to 

sell to family and friends over the holiday period. 

Many, many thanks goes out to those that have already  

supported our raffle, all ticket butts both sold and unsold are 

due back at the office by the 20th of  January 2017. 

Advocate and Friend Alison Cunningham, speaks about her 

relationship with Angela and Darrell 
 

I am privileged to be an  advocate for Angela and Darrell. The last few years has 

seen them face many challenges. The most stressing, being finding suitable  

accommodation, which they have achieved. It was an absolute joy to see them 
in their own home together. To see them living a life most take for granted is 

heart-warming. I enjoy the friendship we have developed, from going over for a 
coffee and a chat to driving around to see Christmas lights. 

‘Thank you  

Angela and 

Darrell for 

your  

friendship 

and  

allowing me 

to be a part of 

your lives.’ 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AGM - November 2016 

Christmas Party At 

The Nook Cafe 


